
One of my greatest joys  in life is 
coaching and mentoring women 
to effectively engage in launch-
ing movements to Christ. Yet I of-
ten see missed opportunities sur-
rounding the role of women.

Sometimes over coffee I hear:

,�IHOW�FDOOHG�WR�WKH�´HOG��,�FDPH�

ZLWK�D�SDVVLRQ�WR�ODERU�DORQJ-
VLGH�P\�KXVEDQG��,�GRQ­W�ZDQW�
WR�WDNH�RYHU��,�MXVW�ZDQW�WR�EH�
LQYROYHG��<HW�P\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
only makes CPM training and 
FRDFKLQJ� DYDLODEOH� WR� PHQ��
1RZ� WKDW� ZH� KDYH� FKLOGUHQ�
,� JHW� WKH� VXEWOH�PHVVDJH�P\�
RQO\�MRE�LV�VXSSRUWLQJ�P\�KXV-
EDQG�DQG�FDULQJ�IRU�RXU�NLGV�

Single women have similarly 
told me:

0HQ� OHDYH�XV�RXW� RI� VWUDWHJ\�
GLVFXVVLRQV��:H�GRQ­W� KDYH�D�
lot in common with women 
RQ� WKH� WHDP� ZKR� KDYH� KXV-
EDQGV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�ZKHQ�
ZH� WDON� DERXW� PLQLVWU\� VRPH�
moms seem jealous that we 
KDYH�ªWLPH«�IRU�PLQLVWU\�

Husbands and wives come to 
the field to make an impact. Yet 
when the wife doesn’t feel she is 
making a real contribution, this of-
ten becomes a reason the couple 
leaves the field.

And the problem goes even 
deeper. A local colleague told me, 
“Please tell Western women not to 
come to my country if they aren’t 

going to make reproducing disci-
ples. When they don’t, they model 
disobedience to the Great Com-
mission!”

At least 50% of most UPGs are 
female, and in many cultures men 
don’t interact significantly with 
women. Often, especially among 
Muslim UPGs, women are gate-
keepers for their households. Who, 
if not women, will seek out Wom-
en of Peace to open their oikos 
to the gospel? And as new move-
ments emerge, who will equip the 
first-generation women leaders?

Regarding equipping mission-
ary women I sometimes hear mis-
sion leaders say, “We don’t want to 
burden women or make them feel 
guilty.” Is the best solution to not 
equip them for multiplication? Isn’t 
it better to help women follow Je-
sus in ministry appropriate to their 
season of life, and prepare them to 
help launch a DMM/CPM?

Will the global mission com-
munity make stewardship of mis-
sionary women a priority? Will 
we equip missionary women with 
competence2 and confidence to be 
and do all He calls us to, especially 

5�1\PDQ�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG��
-DPHV�1\PDQ��VHUYH�ZLWK�
%H\RQG��ZZZ�EH\RQG�RUJ��LQ�
6($VLD�DPRQJ�0XVOLP�83*V��
7KHLU�IDPLO\�KDV�VHUYHG�VLQFH�
������7KHLU�SDVVLRQ�LV�WR�VHH�
*RG�JORUL´HG�LQ�WKH�ODXQFK�RI�
FDVFDGLQJ�PRYHPHQWV�WR�&KULVW�
among these peoples. R also 
IDFLOLWDWHV�:RPHQ�:RPHQ�
CPM/DMM Trainings interna-
tionally as well as attempts to 
JLYH�D�JOLPSVH�RI�WKH�SURFHVVHV�
of implementation of DMM/CPM 
LQ�WKH�EORJVSRW�ZZZ�ZRPH-
QLQFKXUFKSODQWLQJPRYHPHQWV�
EORJVSRW�FRP

(GLWHG�IURP�DQ�DUWLFOH�SXEOLVKHG�
LQ�WKH�-DQXDU\�)HEUXDU\������
issue of Mission Frontiers.

What is the place of women in world mission? Jesus said, “You [and the 
word means all of you, male and female] are my witnesses. You are the 
salt of the earth. You are the light of the world.” And there have been 
countless thousands who, without reference to where they came from 
or what they knew or who they were, have believed that Jesus meant ex-
actly what he said and have set themselves to follow.
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as catalysts in launching CPMs?
My coworkers and I urge the 

Body of Christ to consider how to 
best steward missionary women. 
How can we support, inspire and 
equip them to thrive and bear mul-
tiplying fruit? How can we equip 
and coach women in all stages of 
life to multiply disciples?

Why Focus on CPM?
Kent Parks, President of Beyond, 
sounds the alarm: there are cur-
rently twice as many people with 
no access to the gospel as there 
were in 1980! As a percentage of 
world population, the unevange-
lized—those with no  gospel ac-
cess3—have increased significant-
ly, from 24% in 19804 to 29% in 
2015. This means that in raw num-
bers those considered unevange-
lized have more than doubled! In 
1980 there were “only” one billion 
unevangelized. Today that figure 
has risen to 2.1 billion!5

Physical births currently out-
number spiritual births among the 
unreached. The global Church is 
losing ground there, both in abso-
lute numbers and in percentage. 
This is unacceptable! We need to 
do something differently.

And we can! Since the days of 
Jesus and Paul, the Church has re-
peatedly grown much faster than 
population through the kind of 
movements we see in Acts, with 
women playing a key role. The 
1900s offer extraordinary instanc-
es of movements in China and Ko-
rea fueled by women missionaries 
and spread through oppressed 
women.6 Acts-like movements to-
day are inspiring and even start-
ing additional movements at an 
unprecedented and accelerating 
pace. Jesus’ followers are increas-
ingly eager to learn from experi-
enced CPM catalysts to pursue God 
for CPMs. This happens through 
prayer and applying biblical princi-
ples and models.

In recent decades God has 
honored such laborers with move-

ments on every continent. David 
Garrison has documented CPMs 
in all nine “rooms” of the house of 
Islam7, and several movements are 
also occurring among “reached” 
peoples. Researchers are current-
ly tracking more than 1,000 CPMs 
world-wide, each with four or more 
streams of four or more  genera-
tions of reproducing disciples and 
groups.

In 1982 Donald McGavran re-
ported that 90% of missionaries 
started churches by winning indi-
viduals rather than whole families. 
He showed that this approach ac-
tually hindered the development 
of movements.8 Yet until very re-
cently there was little change in 
most missionary methods. To turn 
the tide reported in the research 
above, we must train many more of 
our missionaries (including wom-
en) to pursue God for movements.

What will it take for the Church 
to reach the unreached? It will 
take the full involvement of wom-
en along with men. We need a full 
realignment of our vision, our pas-
sions and our resources. We need a 
full-throttle attack on the spiritual 
injustice of billions living and dying 
without ever being invited to fol-
low Jesus.

CPM is not a new phenome-
non. Those aiming for CPMs are 
simply applying principles Jesus 
imprinted on his disciples, which 
Acts shows them implementing. 
CPM is not a magic bullet, nor is it 
foolproof. Pursuing a DMM/CPM is 
often messy, yet in recent decades 
these movements have brought 
millions of people into God’s King-
dom.

God’s Spirit is using various 
“models” to start CPMs today. Yet 
the majority of CPMs are emerg-
ing from two models: Training for 
Trainers (T4T) and Disciple- Mak-
ing Movements (DMM—sometimes 
called Discovery Bible Study or 
DBS).9 At present, more female 
CPM trainers use the DMM ap-
proach.

Women as DMM Practitioners
All of us (men and women) are to 
delight in and declare God’s glory, 
developing intimacy with him. Out 
of the overflow of this intimacy we 
are to “be” and “do” in Christ, and 
seek to reproduce his life in others. 
Making reproducing disciples is a 
privilege as well as a command for 
all who follow him.

Being a wife and mother is one 
of my greatest joys and privileges. 
In highlighting points of engage-
ment for women in CPMs, I don’t 
at all mean to suggest that women 
short-change their God-given roles 
as wives and mothers. For me, life 
is integrated: more like a woven 
tapestry than distinct compart-
ments.

The vast majority of female 
missionaries with whom I interact, 
regardless of their stage of life, 
passionately want to have eternal 
impact. We want to do all we can 
to help them accomplish this. 
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